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Eighth Annual Galaxy of STARs  
Gala Dinner Dance & Auction 

Scheduled for Saturday, November 14, 2009 
 

 

October 19, 2009:  STAR, Inc., Lighting the WayÉ a not-for-profit organization dedicated to  

serving infants, children and adults with developmental disabilities, as well as providing support 

services to their families, will be holding its premier fundraising event, The 8th Annual Galaxy 

of STARs Gala Dinner Dance and Auction at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 14, 2009 at 

Woodway Country Club in Darien, Connecticut.  

 

Katie Banzhaf, Executive Director said, ÒWe are looking forward to a fabulous and fun evening. 

We are so appreciative of the outpouring of support from companies, foundations and individuals 

who have already contributed so much to the success of STAR. As our largest fundraiser of the 

year, this demonstration of support is critical to our mission.Ó 

 

The 8th Annual Galaxy of STARs Gala will bring together community and business leaders, 

companies and supportersÑ to celebrate and support the challenges and needs of families 

affected by developmental disabilities in Southwestern Fairfield County. Guests will enjoy 

cocktails, dinner, dancing, and a live and silent auction. Music will be provided by James Daniel 

Entertainment. Proceeds will be used to support STARÕs programs and services for individuals 



with developmental disabilities, and their families. The event also celebrates individuals with 

developmental disabilities leading full, productive and rewarding lives--filled with friendships, 

loving family relationships, productive employment or volunteer work and community activities.  

 

A few of the auction items available include a ÒNight at the MuseumÓ Sleepover for four at the 

Museum of Natural History in New York City, a ÒBehind the ScenesÓ package at the Sesame 

Street Workshop, an African Safari for two, a Tuscany Vacation and a ÒRacecar Driving 

ExperienceÓ at Lime Rock with Justin Piscitell, Skip Barber Racecar Driving Champion. 

 

Sponsors of the event include: The McLaughlin Foundation, Prospect Hill Foundation, Joan F. 

Dionne Foundation, Sandy Hill Foundation, Deloitte, David and Phyllis Komansky of Westport, 

Bill and Ann S(c)heff(l)er of Westport,  Jason and Janie Konidaris of New Canaan, Annie 

Konidaris of Norwalk, Dan and Margaret Smith of Darien, Rucci, Burnham, Carta & Carello of 

Darien, Kesten-Brown Insurance of Bridgeport. Media sponsors include 96.7 The COAST and 

Cox Radio: 97.9 The FOX. In-kind sponsors include Michael JosephÕs Catering of Darien, 

Classic Graphics of Stamford, Miggs B. Design of Westport, Miguel Cruz Photography of 

Norwalk, PCI Group of Stamford and The Bishop Group of Stamford.  

 

STAR, Inc., Lighting the Way is a notÐfor-profit organization serving infants, children and 

adults with developmental disabilities, as well as providing support services to their families.  

We create opportunities for individuals to live full lives with independence, freedom of choice 

and personal growth by providing support, services and advocacy. We inform and encourage the 

community to recognize and appreciate the value of all individuals.  

 

Tickets for the gala are $250 and up. For additional information about the Eighth Annual Galaxy 

of STARs Gala Dinner Dance & Auction, please contact Michael Petell at (203) 846-9581 or 

mpetell@starinconloine.com. You can also visit STARÕs website at www.starinc-

lightingtheway.org. 
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